Acts of the Holy Spirit
Greeks, Jews and You

History
Book’s Name: Acts of the Apostles – There is no evidence that this book was titled by any divine authority, but was simply the title given to the book by early Christians.

Book’s Author: Luke (no dispute among any historians)

When written: Not know with certainty, however since “the history is continued to the second year of the residence of Paul at Rome Acts 28:31, Acts was evidently written about as late as the year 62 AD And, since it makes no mention of the subsequent facts in the life of Paul, or of any other event of history, it seems clear that it was not written much after that time. It has been common, therefore, to fix the date of the book at about 63 AD It is also probable that it was written at Rome. In Acts 28:16 Luke mentions his own arrival at Rome with Paul. Since Luke does not mention his departure from that city, it is to be presumed that Acts was written there.”

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)
Note: this means Luke’s gospel was written prior to 63 AD since he states this is the second or the “former” work written to Theophilus. 

Content: The book “contains chiefly a record of the actions of Peter and Paul. Peter was commissioned to open the doors of the Christian church to both Jews and Gentiles (see the note on Matt 16:18-19); and Paul was chosen to bear the gospel especially to the pagan world. Since these two apostles were the most prominent and distinguished in founding and organizing the Christian church, it was deemed proper that a special and permanent record should be made of their labors.” (from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Possible Approaches to a Study of Acts:

1) Early History of the Christian Church

2) Paul’s Missionary Journeys

3) Peter and Paul’s preaching of the gospel to Jews and Gentiles

Acts of the Holy Spirit: “Without an authentic, an inspired record of that, the account of the operations of God the Father, Son, and Spirit in the work of redemption would not have been complete. The purposes of the Father in regard to that plan were made known clearly in the Old Testament; the record of what the Son did in accomplishing it was contained in the Gospels; and some book was necessary that should contain a record of the actions of the Holy Spirit. Since the Gospels, therefore, may be regarded as a record of the work of Christ to save people, so may the Acts of the Apostles be considered as a record of the actions of the Holy Spirit in the same great work. Without that, the way in which the Spirit operates to renew and save would have been known very imperfectly.”

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

“The entire Book of the Acts of the Apostles records the effect of the gospel when it comes fairly in contact with the minds of people. The gospel was addressed to every class. It met the Jew and the Gentile, the bond and the free, the learned and the ignorant, the rich and the poor, and it showed its power everywhere in subduing the mind to itself.”

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

“This book throws important light on the Epistles. It is a connecting link between the Gospels and the other parts of the New Testament. Instances of this will be noticed in the notes. One of the most clear and satisfactory evidences of the genuineness of the books of the New Testament is to be found in the UNDESIGNED COINCIDENCES between the Acts and the Epistles.”

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

“This book contains incontrovertible evidence of the truth of Christianity. It is a record of its early triumphs. Within the space of 30 years after the death of Christ the gospel had been carried to all parts of the civilized and to no small portion of the uncivilized world. Its progress and its triumphs were not concealed. Its great transactions were not "done in a corner." It had been preached in the most splendid, powerful, and enlightened cities; churches were already founded in Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, and at Rome. The gospel had spread in Arabia, Asia Minor, Greece, Macedon, Italy, and Africa. It had assailed the most mighty existing institutions. It had made its way over the most formidable barriers. It had encountered the most deadly and malignant opposition. It had traveled to the capital (Rome), and had secured such a hold even in the imperial city as to make it certain that it would finally overturn the established religion and seat itself upon the ruins of paganism.

Within 30 years, it had settled the point that it would overturn every bloody altar, close every pagan temple, bring under its influence everywhere the men of office, rank, and power, and that "the banners of the faith would soon stream from the palaces of the Caesars." All this would be accomplished by the instrumentality of Jews-of fishermen-of Nazarenes. They did not have either wealth, armies, or allies. With the exception of Paul, they were people without much education. They were taught only by the Holy Spirit, armed only with the power of God, victorious only because Christ was their Captain, and the world acknowledged the presence of the messengers of the Highest One and the power of the Christian religion. Its success never has been, and never can be accounted for by any other supposition than that God Himself attended it! And if the Christian religion is not true, the change which was brought about by the twelve apostles is the most inexplicable, mysterious, and wonderful event that has ever been witnessed in this world. Their success will stand until the end of time as an argument for the truth of God's overall plan (see 2 Cor 13:8). It will always confound the infidel. And, it will forever sustain the Christian with the assured belief that this IS a religion which has proceeded from the all-powerful and infinitely benevolent God.”

(from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

I picked the following theme of “Greeks, Jews and You” because I would like to take a closer look at how Peter and Paul addressed the Gentile (Greek) and Jewish (Jews) people with their sermons and overall approach.  What were the responses they received, how well was their message accepted, and how does this apply to us today, in our daily life’s journey and the work we have been called to do in proclaiming the gospel to “Greeks and Jews” around us…
These notes will be available at: http://www.thydailyword.org/download.asp
Foolishness or Stumbling Block

	I CORINTHIANS (NIV) 
	<    1    > 
	23 
	but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 


Being Prepared to Share the Gospel

	I PETER (NIV) 
	<    3    > 
	15 
	But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 


Becoming All Things to All Men

	I CORINTHIANS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	22 
	To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 


Finding Christ’s Strength Within You

	COLOSSIANS (NIV) 
	<    1    > 
	29 
	To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 


The Holy Spirit Works Through the Word

	ROMANS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	17 
	Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 


We will do Even Greater Things

	JOHN (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	12 
	I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 


Jesus did not come to bring Peace, but Division

	LUKE (NIV) 
	<    12    > 
	51 
	Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 


The Word is like a Double-Edged Sword
	HEBREWS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	12 
	For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 


Correct, Rebuke and Encourage

	II TIMOTHY (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	2 
	Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction. 


Make Disciples Includes “Teaching”
	MATTHEW (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	19 
	Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

	MATTHEW (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	20 
	and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 


Love the Lord Your God with Heart, Soul and Mind

	LUKE (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	27 
	He answered: "‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’" 

	LUKE (KJV) 
	<    10    > 
	27 
	And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

	MARK (KJV) 
	<    12    > 
	30 
	And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

	MARK (NIV) 
	<    12    > 
	30 
	Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 

	MATTHEW (KJV) 
	<    22    > 
	37 
	Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

	MATTHEW (NIV) 
	<    22    > 
	37 
	Jesus replied: "‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 


Pentecost

God’s Festivals vs. Church Calendar ( http://www.thydailyword.org/peace/godsholidays )
Our current Church Calendar is not the same as “God’s Holidays” more commonly known as Festivals.

Instituted by God, Scripture tells us they are for “All Generations”

Lev 23

Eccl 3:1 – a time to every purpose under heaven

Colossians 2:16-17 – foreshadow of things to come

1 Cor 5:7,8 – Paul tells the church to “keep the festival”

Acts 21:20-25 Paul himself continued to observe some, at least, of the Jewish rites (Acts 18:18 – he cut his hair)

Luke 24:13-44 – Jesus’ explanation on the road to Emmaus

John 5:46 – Moses wrote about Christ

Luke 16:29-31 – listen to Moses and the Prophets

The Lord’s festival celebrations were a beautiful foreshadow of Jesus the Messiah. We can celebrate the fulfillment of these holidays in Christ, pay tribute to what God declared so important to remember as well as learn glorious secrets hidden in God’s Word!

Each spring holiday is a picture of Christ’s first coming.  Jesus was sacrificed for our sins on Passover, buried on Unleavened Bread and arose on Firstfruits.  The Feast of Weeks ends with Pentecost on the 50th day.
The fall holidays are a picture of His second coming and the beginning of our final Sabbath rest.

3 Major Festivals – 

1) Passover (Pesach) – God freed Israel from the bondage in Egypt and Jesus sacrificed Himself for our sins

2) Feast of Weeks (Shavuot or Pentecost) – God sent the Ten Commandments and the Holy Spirit

3) Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) – a future time when men will again tabernacle with God

These are pilgrimage festivals – go to the temple.  God promised to protect their homes (Exodus 34:23,24).  From Moses to Christ, God kept His promise.

Pentecost (means fiftieth) marks the end of the barley harvest and beginning of the wheat harvest.  It is considered the closing festival of the Passover season (Ex 34:22; Lev. 23:15; Deut. 16:9-10).  This day is further referred to as “latter firstfruits”.  Also referred to as the Day of Congregation (Deut. 18:16).  Only Festival in which no specific date is given in the Bible, but the people were instructed to count seven weeks (Lev. 23:15).  It is a celebration to reawaken and strengthen personal relationship with God by rededication to the observance and study of the Torah.  
New Testament Pentecost was the giving of the Holy Spirit, when the law of God is written in the heart of the believer (Jer. 31:33).  Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4).  The Day of the Holy Spirit was given to believers (Acts 2:1-4).

· 3,000 souls were saved

· Birthday of the church

· Uniting believers into one body

· All believers baptized into the same body with Christ, the head of the church

God’s perfect timing; Jews in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Weeks.  Both Jew and converts to Judaism were in Jerusalem.  Two loaves could signify Jews and Gentiles, both sinners (Lev. 23:17) are able to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit through the living Messiah.  Ruth was a convert to Judaism.  

Holy Spirit in Old Testament:

Holy Spirit in New Testament before Ascension:

Holy Spirit after Ascension/Pentecost:

The Sermons
Peter’s Sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2:14-41)
Peter’s Sermon to Onlookers after healing of the Crippled Beggar (Acts 3:11-26)
Peter’s Sermon to the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8-22)

Stephen’s Last Sermon (Acts 7:1-60)
<<  MORE TO COME… >>
Why Foolishness to Greeks and Stumbling Block for the Jews?
Appendix A.

The Holy Spirit’s Work in Action
Proving, Refuting, Baffling, Debating, Convincing, Preaching, Disputing, Reasoning, Explaining, Discussing, Declaring, Teaching, Instructing, Pro-Claiming, Persuading, Arguing, Testifying, Speaking, Telling, Talking
Proving, Refuting, Baffling, Explaining, Refuting, Debating
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	22 
	Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	3 
	explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	28 
	For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 


Debating, Talking
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	29 
	He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. 


Convincing, Speaking, Explaining, Declaring
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    1    > 
	3 
	After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    19    > 
	26 
	And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	23 
	They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	24 
	Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe. 


Preaching, Testifying, Proclaiming, Teaching, Disputing
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	4 
	Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	12 
	But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	25 
	When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	40 
	Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	20 
	At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	27 
	But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	42 
	He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	7 
	where they continued to preach the good news. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	21 
	They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	25 
	and when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    15    > 
	35 
	But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    15    > 
	36 
	Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    16    > 
	10 
	After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	13 
	When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	18 
	A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	5 
	When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    19    > 
	13 
	Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	20 
	You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	25 
	"Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	20 
	First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	31 
	Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Disputing, Pro-Claiming
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    25    > 
	19 
	Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. 


Reasoning
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	2 
	As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	17 
	So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	4 
	Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	19 
	They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	25 
	"I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am saying is true and reasonable. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	20 
	For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain." 


Explaining, Speaking, Declaring
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	14 
	Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	31 
	"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	4 
	Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	26 
	He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 


Discussing

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    15    > 
	7 
	After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    19    > 
	9 
	But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 


Declaring

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	11 
	(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	21 
	I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 


Teaching, Pro-Claiming, Speaking, Instructing
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    1    > 
	1 
	In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	42 
	They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	2 
	They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	18 
	Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	21 
	At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people.When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin-the full assembly of the elders of Israel-and sent to the jail for the apostles. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	25 
	Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	28 
	"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	42 
	Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	26 
	and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	25 
	He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	1 
	In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	12 
	When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	19 
	Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	11 
	So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    21    > 
	21 
	They have been informed that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live according to our customs. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    21    > 
	28 
	shouting, "Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple area and defiled this holy place." 


Instructing

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    1    > 
	2 
	until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 


Pro-Claiming

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	5 
	Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	5 
	When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	38 
	"Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	23 
	For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	27 
	For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	23 
	that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles." 


Persuading

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    17    > 
	4 
	Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	13 
	"This man," they charged, "is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the law." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    19    > 
	8 
	Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	28 
	Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" 


Arguing

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    6    > 
	9 
	Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)-Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue with Stephen, 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    23    > 
	9 
	There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and argued vigorously. "We find nothing wrong with this man," they said. "What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    24    > 
	12 
	My accusers did not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    28    > 
	29 
	After he said this, the Jews left, arguing vigorously among themselves.


Testifying

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	33 
	With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	43 
	All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	24 
	However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    23    > 
	11 
	The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, "Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	22 
	But I have had God’s help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen- 


Speaking, Telling
	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	4 
	All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	6 
	When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	7 
	Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	1 
	The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	17 
	But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	20 
	For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    4    > 
	29 
	Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	40 
	His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    6    > 
	11 
	Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, "We have heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against Moses and against God." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    6    > 
	13 
	They produced false witnesses, who testified, "This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    9    > 
	28 
	So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	34 
	Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	44 
	While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	46 
	For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.Then Peter said, 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	15 
	"As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	20 
	Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	15 
	After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please speak." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	42 
	As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	46 
	Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	3 
	So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	9 
	He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	12 
	Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    16    > 
	13 
	On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    18    > 
	9 
	One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	2 
	He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    21    > 
	37 
	As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he asked the commander, "May I say something to you?""Do you speak Greek?" he replied. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    21    > 
	39 
	Paul answered, "I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    22    > 
	2 
	When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.Then Paul said: 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    22    > 
	9 
	My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    22    > 
	18 
	and saw the Lord speaking. ‘Quick!’ he said to me. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.’ 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    24    > 
	10 
	When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: "I know that for a number of years you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	1 
	Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for yourself."So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    26    > 
	26 
	The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 


Telling

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    2    > 
	29 
	"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    3    > 
	22 
	For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    5    > 
	20 
	"Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    8    > 
	34 
	The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	33 
	So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us." 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    10    > 
	36 
	You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	7 
	Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    11    > 
	19 
	Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    12    > 
	17 
	Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	32 
	"We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    14    > 
	15 
	"Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    15    > 
	12 
	The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    15    > 
	20 
	Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    16    > 
	17 
	This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." 


Talking

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    13    > 
	43 
	When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	7 
	On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	9 
	Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. 

	ACTS (NIV) 
	<    20    > 
	11 
	Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 


